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Children are not small adults… 

FORWARD 

While the goals of pediatric and adult palliative care are the 

same – to relieve suffering for seriously ill patients and their 

families – clinical delivery of pediatric palliative care (PPC) 

differs fundamentally from adult delivery.  
 
PPC has experienced notable growth over the past decade - this resource guide compiles current 
information for all PPC team members to support the field’s further advancement. It’s intended as a first 
stop for practical, non-clinical information on program development, access, quality, awareness, 
coordination and expansion. Resource information is organized under four categories:  
 
 PPC’s Value Proposition: Making the Case  

 Building and Expanding Integrated Programs  

 Collaborating with the Research Community  

 Advocating for System-Level Change  

 
Responding to input from the frontlines of the PPC field, this guide synthesizes information 
from multiple sources. It is intended to be a continually evolving hub with resources that will be 
updated often. We are interested in your feedback about this guide and ideas for improving it. Please 
share your thoughts, and let us know about new resources and initiatives that emerge or identify key 
pieces that may be missing by contacting Rebecca Kirch (rakirch12@gmail.com) or Brynn Bowman 
(brynn.bowman@mssm.edu).  
 

 
This field guide was developed with generous grant support from the Cameron and Hayden Lord 
Foundation, which is dedicated to supporting medical research, pediatric palliative care research and 
programs and bereavement support for children and their families. 
 
 

Many special thanks to the professionals who contributed input in developing this inaugural edition of 
the PPC field guide and devoted time to its review, including: Erica Kaye, Danielle Jonas, Janet 
Duncan, Conrad Williams, Kate Detwiler, Betsy Hawley, Erin Denney-Koelsch, Christina Ullrich, Justin 
Baker, Sarah Friebert, Renee Boss, Chris Feudtner, and Joanne Wolfe. 
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The following professional organizations also play important roles in the PPC field:  
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