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	Clinical Statement
	Diagnostic Statement

	Documentation needs clarification
	Accurate ICD-9 code can be assigned and hospital can document appropriate severity. Hospital and doctor may be paid more over time.


	Patient with Metastasis 

· Ex. Lytic lesion of vertebra on spine films , CT scan shows enlarged periaortic lymph nodes
	Document site of origin and site or sites of Metastasis

· Brain, Lung, Liver, Lymph nodes, Bone

	Total protein and albumin low; will order dietary consult
	Cachexia, malnutrition

· Estimate if mild, moderate, or severe

	Will admit for pain control
	Intractable pain from malignancy (site required)

· Bone pain from metastases

· Liver pain 

	Neutrophils (, Temp (, will give Neupogen
	Neutropenia
· Only need to write Neutropenia, anemia, or thrombocytopenia ONCE

	( H/H will transfuse 2 units PRBCs
	Acute or chronic blood loss anemia

	( platelets or ↑ coags
	Thrombocytopenia or Coagulopathy

	Admit for Chemo (aggressive Rx in M.D. orders to treat dehydration or anemia)
	Admit for Chemo; dehydration and/or chronic blood loss anemia

	Pleural fluid on chest x-ray; aspirate positive for malignant cells
	Malignant pleural effusion

	WBC 3.0, blood culture negative, Temp 96
	Neutropenic sepsis

	Infection
	If sepsis, write sepsis. Sepsis is considered present if infection is highly suspected or proven and two or more of the following systemic inflammatory response syndrome (SIRS) criteria are met:[2] Heart rate > 90 beats per minute (tachycardia) Body temperature < 36 °C (96.8 °F) or > 38 °C (100.4 °F) (hypothermia or fever) Respiratory rate > 20 breaths per minute or, on blood gas, a PaCO2 less than 32 mm Hg (4.3 kPa) (tachypnea or hypocapnia due to hyperventilation) White blood cell count < 4000 cells/mm³ or > 12000 cells/mm³ (< 4 x 109 or > 12 x 109 cells/L), or greater than 10% band forms (immature white blood cells). (leukopenia, leukocytosis, or bandemia) 

	Chest x-ray = pneumonitis, s/p radiation Tx
	Radiation pneumonitis

	Failure to thrive or psychiatric diagnoses
	Specific diagnoses

· Agitation

· Delirium

· Fatigue

· Depression

· Failure to thrive, adult


Recommendations:

· Write legibly (you know who you are)
· Write diagnoses and problems, not sentences. Tell the other team members what problems are on your mind.

· List problems and diagnoses. Use the chart above.







