Dear Senator:

I am writing on behalf of (organization) to express our strong endorsement for S.1150 Advance Planning and Compassionate Care Act of 2009. As you are aware, palliative care demonstrably and substantially improves quality and reduces cost for the 10% of the sickest and most complex patients who drive two-thirds of all health care spending. All of the priorities in the legislation are of great importance, but in particular, we are appreciative of your attention to:

1. Workforce (physician and nurse practitioner) adequacy and loan forgiveness, National Service Corps, curricular changes, and GME dollars (cap exemption) necessary to assure access to quality palliative care for all Americans;
2. Development of provider reimbursement for conversations about goals of care, and in particular support for completion of orders for life sustaining treatment in appropriate patient populations (POLST);
3. Assuring access to concurrent curative and hospice care for children;
4. Incentives (payment, NQF quality measures compliance) for hospital and nursing home delivery of quality palliative care;
5. Establishment of a National Center on Palliative Care within  the NIH as a mechanism to assure adequate attention to the evidence necessary to deliver highest quality of care;
and
6. Conduct of an ongoing National Mortality Followback Survey to ensure a process of continuous improvement in the quality of care we deliver to this most vulnerable and needy of patient populations. 

Thank you again for your commitment to this important element of health care reform. The provisions in your Bill are critical to the goal of assuring access to quality care for all Americans.

Sincerely,

