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PHYSICIAN CERTIFICATION

HOSPICE AND PALLIATIVE MEDICINE (HPM)

The window of eligibility for physicians wishing to become board-certified in Hospice and Palliative Medicine (HPM), without having completed a one-year fellowship, is rapidly closing.   In September 2006, the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) approved the creation of Hospice and Palliative Medicine (HPM) as a subspecialty of ten participating boards (see list below).  As a result of this approval, the first ABMS-recognized examination was administered in 2008.  The ABMS examination will be offered every other year, (2010, 2012, etc.).  Following the 2012 examination, only Fellowship trained candidates will be eligible.

Eligibility Criteria for ABMS Hospice and Palliative Medicine Examination 
Sponsoring ABMS boards:
· American Board of Anesthesiology 

· American Board of Emergency Medicine 

· American Board of Family Medicine 

· American Board of Internal Medicine 

· American Board of Pediatrics 

· American Board of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 

· American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology 

· American Board of Radiology 

· American Board of Surgery 

· American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Osteopathic Physicians

The American Osteopathic Boards of Family Medicine, Internal Medicine, Neurology & Psychiatry, and Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation (offer the Certificate of Added Qualification in hospice and palliative medicine. Candidates who have obtained general certification from these co-sponsoring boards and meet the eligibility requirements established by their board will be allowed to sit for the exam. 

Candidates who have obtained general certification from any of the other American Osteopathic Primary Boards including: Anesthesiology, Dermatology, Emergency Medicine, Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine, Nuclear Medicine, Obstetrics & Gynecology, Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology, Orthopedic Surgery, Pathology, Pediatrics, Preventive Medicine, Proctology, Radiology, and Surgery who meet the eligibility requirements established by the AOA will be allowed to sit for the exam between 2009 and 2013. After that time period only candidates from the 4 co-sponsoring boards will be allowed to sit for the examination.   

Examinations will be given every other year, starting in November 2009.  
For more information, go to: www.abhpm.org
Each sponsoring board shall apply the following criteria for admission to the examination: 





Valid certification by the relevant board;


A continuously held, active, valid, and unrestricted license to practice in at least one of the states, possessions, or territories of the United States or a province of Canada and in each jurisdiction in which the physician practices. All licenses that the physician holds must be valid, unrestricted, and unqualified; 


Verification of satisfactory completion of twelve months of ACGME-accredited training in Hospice and Palliative Medicine; and


Verification of clinical competence in Hospice and Palliative Medicine. 





During the first five years of certification in Hospice and Palliative Medicine (2008-2012), candidates who have not had formal training in an ACGME-accredited Hospice and Palliative Medicine fellowship may be admitted to the examination if, before the application, they demonstrate at least 800 hours of clinical involvement during the last five years of subspecialty level practice of hospice and palliative medicine including: 





At least two years and 100 hours of participation with a hospice or palliative care team, and 


Active care of at least 50 terminally ill patients (25 for pediatrics.) 


OR prior certification by the American Board of Hospice and Palliative Medicine and evidence of clinical activity in hospice and palliative medicine in the two years preceding the application. 








